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Madame de La Motte and the Cardinal de Rohan;
that she had arranged the whole matter as a snare
for the Cardinal, whose lack of favor was notorious.
There were people credulous or malicious enough to
maintain that the Queen of France could be seduced
by a gift of jewelry, and that she gave assignations
at night in the park of Versailles. To whom? To the
Grand Almoner, a priest fifty years old. But calumny
halts at nothing; hate never reasons; when men's
fancies are so foul and such gross fables find cur-
rency, we may be sure that the Revolution was not
far off.

The affair of the necklace, serious and fatal as it
was, was yet treated almost derisively. One might
have said that the only desire of the advocates was
to distract and amuse the public; they indulged in
the most grotesque extravagances. Maitre Doitot,
Madame de La Motte's advocate, led off with a pam-
phlet, "the wildest that ever fell from a lawyer's
pen; it was no less successful because it was the
preface of the thousand and one nights and it was the
work of an old fellow of seventy," (Memoirs of the
Count of Beugnot). The memorial drawn up for
Cagliostro by Maitre Thilorier was even more suc-
cessful. The house of this famous worker of won-
ders was besieged by a multitude eager to buy this
singular production, and it was necessary 'to post
guards at the door. Maitre Thilorier spoke about the
subterraneous galleries of Memphis, whence his hero
had issued; of the labyrinth of the Pyramids, where he